Background
Muslim populations in western settings have received increasing attention in the contemporary literature. One reason is the substantial demographic increase of Muslims in Europe particularly, where Islam is now the second largest religion in terms of population (Brown 2000; Buijs and Rath 2002; Savage 2004; eumc 2006; Michaels 2009; Colman 2012 
Methodology
This section presents the main methodological concerns of this study, including the field of study, data sources, and the statistical method of analysis. This study is located in the multicultural context of Australia, home to a wide range of religions and cultures from around the world. There have been three major stages of the settlement history of Muslims in Australia. The first stage started before European settlement; from the seventeenth century, there was communication between Muslim Macassar fishermen in Indonesia and the Aboriginal people (Cigler 1986 , Bouma 1994 , Adhikari 2001 , Cleland 2001 Foroutan 2008 Foroutan , 2012 . The second stage was in the nineteenth century, where Muslims from largely Afghanistan and India migrated to Australia with camels and played a key role in national development, including the building of roads, dams, and railways (Schinasi 1980 , Cigler 1986 Foroutan 2011) . Muslims in Australia faced a difficult period after the 1901 Immigration Restriction Act that was based on the White race and European language. However, accompanied by substantial economic improvements requiring labour migration, the settlement of Muslims entered a third phase in the second half of the twentieth century. Overall, the vast majority of Muslims have migrated to Australia since 1971.
Despite the fact that the Australian Muslim population is very diverse by birthplace, Turkish and Lebanese immigrants have constituted the highest proportion of Muslims in Australia since 1971 (Cigler 1986 Bouma 1994; Adhikari 2001; Cleland 2001; Foroutan 2009) . Muslim immigration to Australia is also partly due to political hardship, religious persecution, sectarian intolerance, and civil war in the homelands. 
